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Governor Musgrove Announces
Mississippi National Guard Surpasses 10,000

(Jackson, MS) —Today, Governor Ronnie Musgrove anoced that the Mississippi
National Guard has 10,008 soldiers, surpassin@@@00 troop strength goal.

“Never before has the National Guard been a mdegial part of our nation’s defense,”
said Musgrove. “The national recruitment trend tieslined while here in Mississippi
our men and women are willing to defend Americaiagples of freedom and justice.”

The Mississippi National Guard has 2,400 men anch&rg the fourth highest number in
the nation, deployed in support of Operation Enayffireedom and Iragi Freedom.

“When our soldiers and airmen were called to sethey stepped up to the task and are
making Mississippi proud, said Maj. Gen. James idstomb Ill, the adjutant general of
Mississippi. “I'm extremely proud of them, and islv them all a safe and speedy
return.”

When the National Guard Bureau assigned the MiggisSlational Guard end strength at
9,595 soldiers, General Lipscomb knowing his praifasal recruiting force, said
Mississippi could do better and established a nea¥ gf 10,000 soldiers, 405 more than
the assigned end strength.

Since Governor Musgrove took office in 2000, thenfrGuard strength has increased by
over 720 soldiers and the Air Guard is currentl92& of their authorized strength. The
Mississippi National Guard, as an organization,dragsconomic impact of nearly $419
million in the State of Mississippi.
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